Circulatory disease mortality in the very elderly.
I describe circulatory disease mortality in age groups 85 years and over, as available from Vital Statistics of the United States. Mortality rates from all circulatory disease combined, from ischemic heart disease, and from cerebrovascular diseases increase faster with age than the mortality rate from all causes combined. The kinds of circulatory diseases causing death change with age. Although men and black people have higher mortality rates from circulatory diseases than women and white people through early old age, the gaps narrow with age, and there are sex and racial crossovers in later old age. Age groups 85 years and over have had smaller decreases in mortality rates from circulatory diseases since 1960 than middle-aged and younger elderly age groups.